3 Job’s stellar leadership and fatherly care

“The caravans of Tema looked, the travelers of Sheba hoped for them.” Job 6:19

Who was this man Job? What was he like? We know that Job who lived in the land of Uz
became a powerful and influential leader—described as “the greatest of all the men of the East.”

As he traveled throughout his lands, the princes and community leaders were left
speechless and in awe. Job’s wealth was measured in large accumulations of livestock, crops, and
servants. Job’s enterprises touched the lives of seemingly countless people through his vast
holdings, while providing great resources and sources of income for great numbers of people.

Furry Beasts

For example, Job’s flocks of 7000 sheep would have contributed greatly to the local
agricultural economy, providing jobs from the production of wool, milk, and mutton. His 500
yoked oxen also provided wealth through their powerful work while also providing meat and
hides. They performed the crucial role of clearing lands and bearing great loads.



Job’s wealth included 500 donkeys and 3000 camels—thus he and his servants controlled
the largest trucking/shipping/people-moving business in the region. Donkeys and camels also
provided a resource of hides, meat, and milk production.

Camels were highly valued like high-end cars/trucks are today. I read an article about a
camel seller in Saudi Arabia. He showed reporters a juvenile camel that he had raised since birth.
He proudly noted, “I am asking $150,000 for this one.” Some “super camels” are worth one
million dollars in the camel market. So Job, owning 3000 camels, made him one very wealthy
man.

Wise CEO and Caring Dad

“But where can wisdom be found? . . .

Pure gold cannot be given in exchange for it,

Nor can silver be weighed as its price.

It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir,

In precious onyx, or sapphire.

Gold or glass cannot equal it,

Nor can it be exchanged for articles of fine gold.
Coral and crystal are not to be mentioned;

And the acquisition of wisdom is above that of pearls.
The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it,

Nor can it be valued in pure gold.”
Job 28:12-19

Job speaks of the value of wisdom. He was quite familiar with the wonderful beauty and
value of precious gems, fine gold, coral, and pearls. None of these wonders had any value to him
compared to garnering wisdom.

Although a respected and very rich business leader, Job was not driven to hoard wealth at
the expense of his people. He used his resources to bring protection and prosperity to those on
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his lands. We will discover that he was not like cold and ruthless moguls who attain great power
and then abuse it. Job would not demean those who worked for him with disrespect.

Job also did not use his power to harm anyone, but instead he used it to demonstrate care.
Notice in the passage that wisdom was far more important to him than all that the world could
ever offe—even as beautiful and enticing as the marvelous treasures were.

Job knew wisdom was hard for men to find, but not for God.

“God understands its [wisdom] way,

And He knows its place.

For He looks to the ends of the earth

And sees everything under the heavens.” Job 28:24

Dads like Job Lead the Way

Job lived a life full of wisdom. He knew God “sees everything under the heavens.” Being
a devoted and caring father, he acted as the priest for his family. Wisely, he made sacrifices for
his children and others in case they sinned.

“His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would
send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. When the days of feasting
had completed their cycle, Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in the
morning and offering burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said,

‘Perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus, Job did continually.
Job 1:4-5
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As an attentive father, Job was aware of the vulnerability of his children. He knew the
human heart. He recalled how he himself had sinned in his youth. So, he took much time and
energy to rise early in the mornings to gather his children together in order to consecrate them.
We don’t know what that means, but he sent for them in order to purify them before God. Why?
Because he was concerned that if his sons had sinned, perhaps they might turn from God—by
cursing God or renouncing God in their hearts. Job knew that sin has a way of taking our hearts
far from God, even to the point of cursing Yahweh, his God.

Job involved his children through his personal relationship with God so that it might
become theirs. As the sacrifices were made, they were learning to seek their own forgiveness
from God. They also were learning from their dad’s efforts that God wanted them to have pure
hearts. And they were learning what a godly father looks like—observant, caring, and personally
teaching them how to relate to God.



Speaking of dads, my father was one of the most devoted men to God I ever knew.
Sometimes, [ would find my dad praying in the walk-in-closet of my parents’ bedroom. There he
was, on his knees facing toward the back of the closet. I knew he was praying for our family, for
us three girls, and for other concerns. I felt comforted.

God was central to my dad’s life. He participated with a ministry that encouraged
memorization of scripture. He often practiced with us girls, so we got to hear the verses, too. And
I often saw my Dad reading his big black Bible that often lay open on his desk in the master
bedroom.

If we girls were fighting and arguing with one another as we sometimes did, Dad would
say, “Let’s pray.” I would immediately think, “But I don t want to pray.” It was hard to be angry
with my sisters when Dad was tenderly talking with God and asking God to help us forgive each
other and love one another. I would try really hard to stay mad at my sisters but could not. As he
sometimes prayed, “God, today we come to you to ask your forgiveness . . .” his prayers melted
my heart. Phooey, I can't be mad at my sisters anymore. | learned that prayers with Dad changed
how I felt, how we all felt.

My parents together as a team loved God and prayed with us spontaneously. Dad and
Mom often began our prayers with, “Let’s take time before we talk with God to confess our sins.
God wants us to come to him with pure hearts.” And when an ambulance went by, they might
immediately begin to pray, “Lord, please help the person who is in that ambulance ...”

When our family lived in the Dallas area, every Saturday morning Dad left the house
very early to pray with a group of men. These men were devoted to God and to their families.
Through the years our family, and I’'m sure theirs as well, felt protected by those prayers. Later
on, when we moved to California, Dad and Mom often prayed early on Saturday mornings by
themselves. I would knock on their door if I needed to ask a question. Inside I would find Mom
with a small tablet and pen in hand as she and Dad sat together on their bed. Mom would write
on a list their concerns as they prayed for us, others, and for the needs of the world.



That was what Job was demonstrating to his children, as well. “God cares about what you
do and what is going on in your hearts. God is watching. He matters. I care deeply about you.
Let’s come before God and pray together.”

Compassionate, Moral, Lover of God

Job also worked well with people of all walks of life. We will look deeper to see how he
brought justice and aid to his servants, widows, orphans, and for the many who traveled through
his lands. Because he was a compassionate man, he wanted to provide for and protect those
under his care. He actually rescued people from poverty, danger, and evil men with his direct
actions.

We will also discover that Job was morally upright in his community relationships. He
was a model of integrity because he was quite aware of his important role and responsibilities
before God. He did not rely on his wealth for security. Instead, he used his money wisely. It was
a vehicle to help others. “Integrity” on every level was his middle name.

As I read through the book of Job, I discovered the heart of a truly devoted follower of
the LORD God. Job worshiped the LORD as the one true God, the supreme ruler of all,
recognizing him as the one who provided his wonderful blessings of family, fulfilling work,
wealth, position, and opportunities for influence.

However, as Job enjoyed an idyllic bounty in his life, living a life of stellar integrity, he
had no way of knowing that terrible tragedies would soon strike, seemingly out of nowhere.

Thought questions—

~Think about the followers of God you know and
admire. How are they like Job in demonstrating

integrity, care, and justice to others? See Job chapters
1,29, and 31.




~In Job 1:4-5 we see a glimpse of Job’s attentiveness to his children as they are beginning to
spread their wings. What do you think these ten children might have learned watching how their
father worked, observing how he lived his life, and also how he worshiped God?

~As noted in Job 23, Job valued wisdom more than he did the beautiful gems and collectibles of
his world. What might Job have seen or experienced to believe that wisdom (with God as the
basis) mattered far more than any physical treasure he could own and also far more than having a
prominent place in his world?

~ How important is living wisely to you? As you reflect on Job 23, how do you demonstrate to
your family and community that you value wisdom more than your treasures and your
attainments? What can help you to grow in your love for wisdom above all else and becoming
wiser?
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